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SUMMARY  OF  REPORT  FOR  1909. 

)rsTRiCT  - . - Folkestone  Urban  District 


■A.  REA  _ . _ _ 

2,321  Acres. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909) 

35.970 

Birth  Rate  - - - - 

i7'5  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  - - - - 

109 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  90^4  per  1,000  births  registered. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate 

•2  per  1,000 

Diarrhcea  - - - - 

•2 

Phthisis  . - . - 

•7 

Total  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  117 


Density  of  Population 


15 ‘5  persons  per  acre. 


Borough  of  Folkestone. 


Office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Folkestone. 

January,  1910. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  arid 
Hospitals  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1909. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
District. — Folkestone  is  essentially  a seaside  resort  on 
the  south  coast  of  Kent,  overlooking  the  Straits  of  Dover. 
The  town  is  built  upon  the  cliffs,  which  have  a south 
aspect,  and  is  intersected  by  a valley  which  runs  up  in  a 
north-westerly  direction  from  the  harbour  towards  the 
range  of  chalk  downs  which  protect  it  to  the  north.  The 
old  portion  of  the  town  lies  in  this  valley  and  on  the 
slopes  on  either  side.  This  valley  forms  roughly  the 
boundary  between  the  West  and  East  Wards  as  far  as 
the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  Embankment. 


4 


The  railway  running  East  and  West  divides  these  two 
wards  from  the  North  Ward,  which  extends  from  the 
railway  to  the  range  of  hills  behind,  and.  together  with 
the  West  Ward  is  contiguous  with  the  Cheriton  and 
Sandgate  Districts  to  the  west.  To  the  east  it  is  bounded 
by  the  parish  of  Capel. 

Ceofogical  Formation  &c. — The  geological  strata 
visible  are  of  the  cretaceous  age,  with  here  and  there 
superficial  deposits  of  loam  and  brick  earth.  The  town 
IS  built  mainly  on  the  “Folkestone  beds,”  the  upper-most 
member  of  the  lower  green  sand.  These  beds  are  about 
90ft.  in  thickness ; they  consist  of  light  fawn  coloured 
sands  with  layers  and  concretionary  masses  of  siliceous 
lime  stone  and  are  well  seen  in  section  in  the  cliffs  on 
both  sides  of  the  harbour.  Below  these  are  the  “Sandgate 
beds”  visible  on  the  shore  where  the  shingle  has  been 
washed  away.  They  consist  of  dark  slate  coloured 
clayey  sand,  which  holds  up  a good  deal  of  water  that 
has  percolated  through  the  sandy  beds  above.  There 
is  consequently  a tendency  to  slip  in  the  case  of  the 
latter,  and  thus  to  cover  and  obscure  the  “Sandgate  beds” 
with  the  debris.  These  formations  dip  gently  to  the 
north-east,  and  about  half  a mile  from  the  foot  of  the 
chalk  escarpment  behind  the  town  the  gault  comes  on 
above  the  “Folkestone  beds.”  This  is  a stiff  bluish 
clay,  100  feet  thick,  forming  a belt  of  stiff  land,  averaging 
half  a mile  in  breadth,  all  along  the  base  of  the  hills.  It 
appears  in  section  in  the  cliffs  to  the  east  of  the  harbour 
over-lying  the  “Folkestone  beds”  and  dipping  gradually 
till  it  reaches  sea  level  in  East  Wear  Bay  beyond  Copt 
Point.  It  eventually  disappears  under  the  “Chloritic 
marl”  which  forms  the  base  of  the  chalk.  This  marl 
is  full  of  dark  green  grains  of  glauconite,  and  was  for- 
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merly  considered  to  be  a local  representative  of  the 
Upper  Green  Sand.  Above  this  comes  the  chalk 
escarpment  which  is  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  North 
Downs.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  only  the  lower 
and  middle  divisions  of  the  formation  are  present. 

Occupations  of  Inhabitants,  &c. — The  Port  of 
Folkestone,  which  next  to  Dover  is  the  nearest  to  the 
French  coast,  is  in  communication  by  steamboat  service 
with  Boulogne.  Besides  a considerable  fishing  industry, 
there  is  a coastwise  trade,  and  also  an  oversea  trade 
from  the  French  and  Baltic  Ports. 

There  is  a considerable  residential  population,  but 
the  main  asset  of  the  town  is  its  claim  as  a health  resort, 
and  in  consequence  there  are  numerous  hotels  and 
lodging  houses  which  give  a considerable  amount  of 
employment,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 
The  only  local  industry  is  the  building  trade,  which, 
however,  of  late  years  has  been  very  quiet.  There  are 
also  a number  of  private  schools  for  boys  and  girls 
which  cause  a preponderance  in  the  9-16  years  of  age 
period. 

House  Accommodation. — The  residential  portions  of 
the  town  consist  of  a good  class  of  house  laid  out 
with  a considerable  amount  of  open  space,  such  as 
public  gardens  and  squares,  but  on  account  of  high 
ground  rents  there  are  few  houses  standing  in  their 
own  grounds. 

In  the  more  recently  built  parts  the  streets  are 
wide,  but  in  the  old  town  they  are  narrow  and 
tortuous. 

In  those  districts  occupied  by  the  artizan’s  class 
of  houses,  there  is  a disposition  to  crowd  houses 
upon  the  building  sites ; every  inch  allowed  by  the 
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Building  Bye-laws  is  made  use  of.  More  than  that, 
in  a recently  developed  district,  houses  newly  erected 
under  the  Bye-laws  have  been  permitted  to  be  built 
with  less  area  about  them  than  is  required  by  such 
Bye-laws,  and  further,  since  the  erection  of  these 
houses  additional  outbuildings  have  been  erected 
on  such  reduced  area,  and  such  erections  are  also 
permitted  to  remain  even  after  inspection  by  the 
Corporation. 

The  Building  Bye-law  No.  48,  which  excludes 
new  houses  erected  in  streets  existing  before  1855, 
should  be  altered  so  that  it  may  apply  to  old  streets 
for  Sanitary  purposes. 

There  is  a lack  of  small  houses  of  the  four- 
roomed  type  that  can  be  let  at  a - reasonable  rent. 
The  consequence  is  rooms  are  sub-let  causing  a 
certain  amount  of  overcrowding,  in  order  to  control 
which  constant  supervision  is  required. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  in  recent 
years  been  done  towards  keeping  the  surroundings 
of  houses  in  a cleanly  condition,  and  on  the  whole  the 
district  may  be  considered  well  cared  for  in  this 
respect,  but  naturally  there  are  wide  differences 
depending  on  the  habits  of  the  various  tenants,  and 
houses  in  the  same  street  will  vary,  both  inside  and 
out,  according  to  the  care  bestowed  upon  them  by 
the  respective  inmates. 

The  supervision  over  the  erection  of  the  new 
houses  is  entrusted  to  the  Building  Inspector,  who 
is  responsible  for  the  buildings  conforming  to  the 
Bye-laws. 

Action,  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  has  been  taken  with  respect 
to  five  houses,  viz.,  46  and  48,  Radnor  Street,  and 
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Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  The  Stade.  These  comprised  a 
block  of  buildings  of  the  back-to-back  type.  A 
closing  order  was  obtained  from  the  Magistrates. 
In  addition,  four  houses,  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  Norris 
Place,  in  Millbay,  have  been  reported  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  proceedings  are  in  hand  to 
deal  with  them  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  some  20  houses, 
the  whole  district  is  supplied  by  the  Folkestone 
Water  Works  Company,  which  derives  its  supply 
mainly  from  a deep  well  (130  feet)  in  the 

chalk  situated  at  Standen  in  the  Alkham  Valley, 
some  2h  miles  to  the  north-east  of  the  town.  There 
is  also  a deep  well  (90  feet)  in  the  lower  greensand 
at  the  Shearway  Works,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  about  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the  town, 
and  close  to  the  reservoirs.  These  two  wells  yield 
on  an  average  800,000  gallons  and  500,000  gallons 
respectively  per  diem.  A further  supply  of  some 
300,000  gallons  is  derived  from  a tunnel  in  the 
chalk  immediately  behind  the  reservoirs.  A third 
deep  well  (about  185  feet)  exists  in  the  chalk  for- 
mation at  Lydden,  about  one  mile  to  the  N.E.  of 
that  at  Standen,  the  yield  from  which  is  estimated 
at  1,000,000  gallons  per  diem.  So  far  this  well  has 
not  been  drawn  upon,  but  the  mains  are  ready 
laid  for  future  use. 

The  capacity  of  the  reservoirs,  which  are  five 
in  number,  and  concreted  throughout,  is  20,000,000 
gallons.  Into  these  the  water  from  the  above- 
mentioned  wells  is  pumped,  and  is  distributed, 
through  the  mains,  to  the  various  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict by  the  force  of  gravity. 


The  supply  is  constant  throughout,  and  no 
complaints  have  reached  me  as  to  quantity  or 
quality. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  chemical  analysis  made 
by  Mr.  Sidney  Harvey,  of  Canterbury,  Analyst  for 
the  Folkestone  Waterworks  Company. 

[Copy.] 

South  Eastern  Analytical  Laboratory, 

Watling  Chambers, 

Canterbury. 

1 8th  October,  1909. 

Water  Analysis — Folio  14939. 

The  Folkestone  Water  Company. 

Sample  marked  as  below. 

Received  i6th  October,  1909. 

N.B. — All  numerical  results  expressed  in  grains  per 

gallon. 

Description  or  Number  of  Sample  Tap  off  supply  main. 


Appearance 

Clear. 

Colour 

Green  blue. 

Smell 

None, 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

I ’89 

Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates 

None. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0'20 

Ammonia 

None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

o'oooS 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

Trace  only. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

O'OIO 

Hardness  before  boiling  (total) 

18-4 

Hardness  after  boiling  (per- 
manent) 

2-2 

Total  Solid  Matter 

24'o8 

Microscopical  Examination  of 

Slight  and 

Deposit 

unimpnitHnt 
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Remarks. — The  above  results  are  very  satisfactory 
throughout,  and  indicate  water  organically  pure  and 
free  from  sewage  percolation. 

The  Microscopical  Examination  'is  also  satis- 
factory. 

(Signed)  SIDNEY  HARVEY, 

Public  Analyst,  Borough  of  Folkestone. 

Milk  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  supply  is  imported 
from  the  surrounding  district.  This,  together  with 
that  which  is  supplied  from  the  cowsheds  within  the 
district,  is  subjected  to  constant  supervision,  and 
samples  are  taken  at  frequent  intervals  to  ensure  a 
wholesome  and  pure  supply. 

Out  of  50  samples  5 were  found  to  be 
adulterated,  2 being  found  to  contain  an  added  pre- 
servative, viz.,  formaldehyde. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have 
been  regularly  inspected,  and  spiecial  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  latter,  on  account  of  the  unsatis- 
factory practise  of  many  of  the  small  class  of  these 
premises  being  used  for  the  sale  of  other  articles, 
often  of  a character  which  would  be  liable  to  con- 
taminate milk ; either  from  effluvia  or  by  attracting 
flies.  The  use  of  gauze  or  butter  muslin  ,as  a cover- 
ing to  vessels  containing  milk  is  insisted  on,  and  the 
danger  pointed  out  of  allowing  this  objectionable 
practice  to  continue.  There  are  1/  Dairies,  5 Cow- 
sheds, and  52  purveyors  of  milk.  The  more  recent 
dairies  are  well  installed  and  provided  with  cooling 
apparatus.  In  two  out  of  the  five  cowsheds  cooling 
is  carried  out  before  the  milk  is  despatched.  The 
supply  coming  in  from  surrounding  district, 
which  is  the  major  portion,  is  subject  to  constant 
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supervision,  samples  being  taken  to  ensure  a whole- 
some and  pure  supply.  This  constant  supervision 
is  much  needed,  as  some  of  the  cowsheds,  from  which 
the  milk  is  derived,  and  the  methods  or  conveniences 
for  cleaning  utensils,  or  watering  the  cows,  cooling 
the  milk,  and  care  for  the  cleanliness  of  milkers  and 
their  methods,  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  could  be 
desired.  Greater  care  requires  to  be  exercised  by 
retailers  to  ensure  that  the  whole  of  their  supply  is 
derived  from  premises  the  surroundings  of  which, 
and  the  methods  of  procuring  and  dealing  with  the 
milk,  are  above  suspicion,  for  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
. find  a certain  amount  of  a retailer’s  supply  is  derived 
from  premises  which  are  quite  satisfactory,  but  this 
is  supplemented  in  times  of  great  demand  by  milk 
derived  from  some  small  cowsheds  where  the  reverse 
is  the  case.  In  my  investigations  into  Enteric  Fever 
outbreaks,  I have  invariably  met  with  instances  of 
the  above,  which  in  themselves  have  been  quite 
sufficient  to  justify  my  action  in  stopping  the  sus- 
pected milk,  and  it  was  not  until  the  defects  had  been 
remedied  that  the  milk  has  been  allowed  to  come 
into  your  district. 

Tuberculous  Milk. — In  addtion  to  the  seventy  samples 
above  mentioned  58  samples  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  to  determine  the  presence  of 
tubercular  infection,  or  morbid  condition  of  the  milk. 
In  no  instance  was  the  tubercle  discovered.  Three 
samples  were  found  to  contain  pus  or  excess  of 
leucocytes,  pointing  to  an  inflammatory  condition  of 
the  udders,  and  one  sample  was  returned  as  dirty. 
The  Veterinary  Surgeon  was  requested  to  examine 
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• and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  cows  from 
whence  the  supply  of  these  milks  was  derived.  In 
each  case  he  found  cows  suffering  from  mammitis, 
or  which  had  recently  calved.  These  cows  were  dried 
off  for  fattening  and  sent  out  of  the  herd. 

Administration  in  regard  to  Miik. — The  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds, and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885  is  in  force;  also 
Regulations  under  Section  13  of  such  Act. 

Other  Foods. — The  premises  of  the  various  shops,  the 
stalls,  and  barrows  of  the  food  vendors,  are  subject 
to  constant  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Staff;  also 
the  premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored,  or 
exposed  for  sale.  These  include  restaurants,  eat- 
ing houses,  fried  fish  shops,  ice  cream  shops,  etc. 

The  premises  have  been  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  and  no  action  has  been  called  for,  minor 
defects  being  remedied  on  verbal  intimation. 

Meat  Inspection. — This  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  who  devotes  as  much  time  as  possible 
to  it,  but  considering  the  number  of  animals  killed 
in  the  various  slaughter-houses,  which  are  seven  in 
number,  and  are  situated  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  he  cannot  be  expected  to  be  present  at  all 
slaughterings.  I am  informed  that  the  weekly 
average  of  beasts,  sheep,  calves,  and  pigs  killed 
at  the  seven  slaughter-houses  is  239. 

In  addition  large  quantities  of  pork,  killed  out- 
side the  Borough,  are  brought  into  the  various  pork 
butchers’  shops  in  the  town.  It  is  apparent,  there- 
fore, that  opportunities  exist  for  the  disposal  of 
diseased  meat  that  would  escape  the  Inspector’s 
attention. 
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The  remedy  is  the  establishment  of  a Public 
Abattoir,  where  all  slaughtering  could  be  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  a properly  qualified 
Inspector.  All  meat  killed  outside  should  also  be  de- 
posited for  inspection  in  the  same  building.  No 
carcase  should  be  allowed  to  be  removed  except 
such  as  has  been  stamped  or  marked  as  having 
been  passed  by  the  Inspector. 

The  slaughter-houses,  6 of  which  are  registered 
and  I licensed  yearly,  are  mostly  situated  in  the 
old  parts  of  the  town  in  crowded  areas,  which  ren- 
der them  objectionable  from  hygienic,  as  well  as 
from  a humane  point  of  view.  With  one  exception 
they  are  antiquated  erections  which  require  con- 
stant attention  in  order  to  keep  them  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  bye-laws.  Here  again  the  need 
of  an  Abattoir  is  evident,  but  until  private  owners 
can  be  induced  to  use  it  it  cannot  be  expected  to 
pay,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  not  possible  to 
compel  them  to  do  so. 

Action  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Of  the  102 

samples  taken  under  this  Act,  five  of  milk  were 
found  to  be  adulterated,  two  being  deficient  in  fat; 
both  of  these  cases  were  brought  before  the 
magistrates  and  dismissed.  The  other  three  con- 
tained added  water,  one  conviction  was  obtained, 
the  others  being  dismissed.  Five  samples  of  rice 
were  found  to  be  coated  with  talc.  A circular  letter 
was  sent  to  all  grocers  warning  them  against  con- 
tinuing the  sale  of  rice  so  treated.  Proceedings 


were  also  taken  in  the  case  of  some  tomatoes  ex- 
posed for  sale  in  a condition  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

Tuberculous  Meat. — The  Inspector  reports  the  seizure  of 
organs  from  the  carcases  of  two  cows,  found  to  be 
affected  with  tubercular  deposits,  the  carcases 
themselves  being  passed.  No  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  vendors  in  either  case. 

Nuisances. — These  are  dealt  with  by  intimation  notices 
for  their  abatement,  also  by  interviews  with  the 
owners  or  persons  concerned.  In  general  this  pro- 
ceeding is  found  sufficient  for  the  abatement.  In 
some  cases  it  is  found  necessary  to  follow  these 
notices  up  with  a legal  notice.  Out  of  785  cases  of 
nuisances  reported  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
1 16  intimation  notices,  22  of  which  only  required 
the  extra  pressure  of  a legal  notice.  Details  of  the 
above  are  furnished  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

Complaints  of  the  nuisance  arising  from  the 
pond  in  the  rear  of  Linden  Crescent  were  again 
received  during  the  year,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
expedite  the  work  of  filling  it  in,  but  this  is  pro- 
ceeding slowly,  and  if  not  pressed  forward  the  same 
complaints  will  again  be  made  as  the  warm  weather 
approaches. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Sewer  Outfall. — This  matter  still  requires  the  solution 
of  some  minor  details,  which  have  been  under  con- 
sideration, and  until  this  has  been  disposed  of  the 
work  cannot  be  put  in  hand. 
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The  Condition  of  the  Sewers  would  be  improved  if  the 
recommendation  for  ventilation  so  frequently  urged 
was  carried  into  effect.  The  amount  of  ventilation 
at  the  present  time  is  practically  nil.  No  work 
has  been  done  during  the  year  in  reconstructing  or 
relaying  any  of  the  sewers.  There  is,  however, 
need  for  regular  and  systematic  repair,  which 
should  be  provided  for  yearl}',  more  especially  this 
year  in  consequence  of  the  severe  strain  to  which 
certain  have  been  subjected  in  consequence  of  the 
floods  caused  by  the  heavy  rainfall  in  October. 

The  Condition  of  House  Drains. — The  drains  of  all  new 

buildings  are  required  to  be  laid  according  to  the 
Building  Bye-laws,  which  also  require  that  they 
should  be  water  tight.  They  are  tested  and  exam- 
ined by  the  Building  Inspector  before  being  passed. 
As  regards  the  older  houses  these  are  being  ex- 
amined year  by  year  and  much  improvement  has  been 
effected  in  this  direction.  Recently,  however,  we 
have  been  practically  precluded  from  employing  the 
water  test,  which  I consider  is  the  only  reliable  test 
for  revealing  defects.  It  is  recommended  that  only 
the  smoke  test  or  the  coloured  water  test  should 
be  employed,  both  of  which  give  only  negative  re- 
sults. Every  drain  is  liable  through  accident  or 
carelessness  to  become  blocked,  and  thus  to  under- 
go the  water  test,  which,  if  the  drain  is  faultily 
constructed,  or  has  weak  and  defective  joints,  at 
once  finds  out  these  weak  spots  &nd  does  by  natural 
process  what  is  claimed  we  do  by  artifically  apply- 
ing the  water  test.  Therefore  I cannot  see  the  use 
of  precluding  the  water  test  as  artifically  applied. 
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and  I am  of  opinion  this  matter  ought  to  be  re-con- 
sidered. 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Sewage. — With  the  exception  of 
some  half-a-dozen  houses  lying  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  this  is  effected  by  means  of  water  carriage 
discharging  the  sewage  untreated  directly  into  the 
sea. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — This  work  is 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation.  The  refuse,  both 
house  and  trade,  is  collected  in  covered  carts  from 
all  premises  at  least  three  times  a week,  and  from 
the  busiest  parts  of  the  town  and  large  hotels  more 
frequently.  All  refuse  is  now  disposed  of  in  the 
Destructor,  which  has  been  working  satisfactorily. 

Occasional  complaints  as  to  smoke  and  smell 
from  the  Destructor  have  been  received.  These 
occurred  in  the  late  summer,  when  excessive 
amounts  of  wet  vegetable  matter  formed  part  of  the 
refuse  burnt,  and  by  reason  of  the  use  of  gas  fires  a 
reduced  quantity  of  cinders  had  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  complaints  have  not  been  constant  and  only 
over  short  periods.  The  defects  were  quickly 
remedied. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in 
the  district. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  Bye- 
laws were  allowed  in  1889.  There  are  four  of 
these  houses  in  the  town,  and  application  has  been 
received  during  the  year  for  the  registration  of  a 
fifth.  The  registration  has  been  withheld  pending 
the  improvement  in  the  lighting  and  window  space 
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of  certain  of  the  rooms.  Notices  have  been  served 
to  all  these  houses,  requiring  them  to  comply  with 
Section  74  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  as  regards  provision  of  separate  sani- 
tary accommodation  for  persons  of  each  sex. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  Public 
Elementary  schools  has  received  a considerable 
amount  of  attention.  The  defects  as  regards  light- 
ing mentioned  in  my  report  for  last  year  have  been 
remedied  in  the  Christ  Church  and  the  girls’  de- 
partment of  the  North  Council  schools,  the  boys’ 
department  of  which  is  about  to  be  attended  to. 
At  St.  Mary’s  infants’  nothing  has  been  done. 

The  water  supply  is,  in  all  cases,  drawn  from 
the  public  supply,  in  some  cases  direct  from  the 
main,  in  others  from  cisterns.  A drinking  fountain 
with  rising  jets  has  recently  been  erected  for  the 
infants’  and  girls’  departments  of  the  North  Coun- 
cil School,  and  in  my  opinion  fulfils  all  that  was 
expected  of  it.  One  of  the  objections  raised  to  it 
was  that  it  would  induce  a habit  of  drinking 
amongst  the  children;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  found 
that  they  take  much  less  into  their  stomachs  than 
when  drinking  from  a mug,  and  the  jet  has  the 
effect  of  cleansing  the  mouth  and  throat  and  allay- 
ing thirst. 

The  floors  in  class  rooms,  corridors,  and  stair- 
cases, throughout  the  schools,  have  all  been  treated 
with  a dust  preventing  preparation,  which  has 
given  very  satisfactory  results. 

A few  complaints  have  been  received  of  a senti- 
mental character,  but  in  every  school  I am  informed 
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the  dust  nuisance  has  ceased  to  exist,  which  is  a 
distinct  advantage  gained. 

Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  ventilation, 
proper  position  as.  regards  light  and  position  when 
seated.  The  evils  of  not  accommodating  seats  to 
the  size  of  the  children  has  been  pointed  out,  and 
recommendations  made  that  desks  in  future  should 
be  used  with  this  end  in  view. 

For  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease. — In 

the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  children 
coming  from  infected  houses  are  excluded  from 
school  attendance,  contacts  being  kept  under 
observation  and  not  allowed  re-admittance  except 
on  medical  certificate.  In  the  latter  disease  con- 
tacts’ throats  and  noses  are  examined  bacteriolo- 
gically;  also  any  scholars  in  the  class  from  which 
the  infected  child  came,  who  shows  signs  of  sore 
throats  or  catarrh.  In  the  case  of  Measles,  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  and  Mumps,  only  those  children  from 
infected  houses  who  have  not  already  had  the 
disease  are  excluded  from  attending  school.  The 
infected  class  rooms  are  subjected  to  disinfection 
with  “Formalin”  spray,  the  desks,  pencils,  slates, 
when  still  used,  etc.,  being  washed  with  the  same 
solution. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Disease. — The 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  been 
adopted  since  1890.  During  last  year  117  Notifica- 
tions were  received,  viz.: — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 
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Erysipelas 

6 

Enteric 

19 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Tuberculosis 

12 

117 

Provision  is  made  for  the  isolation  cases  of 
Smallpox  at  the  Smallpox  Hospital;  for  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  at  the  Sanatorium,  where 
there  is  besides  accommodation  for  cases  of  a 
suspicious  nature  in  three  single  bedded  wards  in 
the  Observation  Block. 

Smallpox  Hospital. — Situate  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on 
the  Dover  Road,  about  half-a-mile  N.E.  of  the  town, 
is  a wooden  structure,  containing  two  wards,  cap- 
able of  accommodating  four  patients  and  two 
nurses.  There  is  also  sufficient  space  for  the  erec- 
tion of  further  pavilions  if  necessary.  There  is, 
however,  no  fencing  around  the  grounds,  which  is 
a serious  defect.  Also  the  water  supply  is  very 
deficient.  No  water  is  laid  on,  but  the  place  is  de- 
pendent on  two  small  cisterns,  which  have  to  be 
replenished  by  water  brought  from  a considerable 
distance  by  cart.  No  cases  have  been  admitted 
during  the  year. 

Sanatorium. — This  institution  stands,  enclosed  by  an 
iron  fence,  on  3J  acres  of  ground,  on  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  town.  The  building  consists  of  an 
administrative  block,  3 ward  blocks,  a porter’s 
lodge,  laundry,  mortuary,  a disinfecting  cham- 
ber with  Thresh ’s  steam  disinfector,  b iler 
sfouse,  and  carriage  lodge.  The  old  administrative 
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building  is  now  used  as  an  observation  block,  and 
contains  three  single  bedded  wards. 

Three  diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently  in 
this  hospital,  viz..  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Enteric  Fever.  The  accommodation  is  as  follows: — 
Scarlet  Fever  Block'  ...  ...  14  beds 

Diphtheria  Block  ...  ...  20  beds 

Enteric  Block  ...  ...  ...  12  beds 

Observation  Block  ...  ...  3 beds 
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This  number  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
town  and  Sandgate,  with  whose  Council  an  Agree- 
ment exists  for  taking  the  above  diseases  from  that 
district,  a charge  being  made  of  £2  2s.  a week  for 
each  patient. 

The  Nursing  Staff. — The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of  the 
Matron,  2 Staff  Nurses,  and  7 Probationers,  2 Ward 
Maids,  I Laundry  Maid,  Cook,  2 Domestic  Maids, 
Porter  and  Wife. 

I wish  again  to  record  my  satisfaction  \vith  the 
manner  in  which  the  staff  have  carried  out  their 
duties,  and  the  excellent  condition  maintained  in  the 
whole  establishment. 

Gases  during  the  Year. — During  the  year  the  following 
cases  were  admitted  from  your  district : — - 


Scarlet  F ever 

...  54 

Diphtheria 

...  12 

Enteric... 

...  13 

Others  (Observation)  ... 

...  4 

83 
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In  addition  the  following  were  admitted  from 
outside  the  District : — 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Measles. 
Sandgate  ...  l 2 o 

Shorncliffe  ...  o o i 

t 2 I 


Total  ...  4 

No  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  hospital  this  year. 

The  following  cases  remained  under  treatment 
on  December  31st,  igoQ: — 

Scarlet  F ever  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

4 

There  have  been  no  return  cases  noticed  during 
the  year,  nor  has  there  been  an  instance  of  a patient 
contracting  another  disease  whilst  in  the  hospital. 

Disinfection. — All  infected  bedding,  mattresses,  clothing 
and  articles  of  this  nature  are  treated  in  the  “Thresh 
Steam  Disinfector.”  For  disinfection  of  rooms  For- 
malin, either  in  solution  as  spray,  or  generated  from 
the  Alformant  lamp  is  used. 

Methods  of  Control  of  Tuberculosis. — Compulsory  Noti- 
fication of  Tuberculosis  under  the  Public  Flealth 
^Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  came  into  force  on 
January  ist,  1909,  and  twelve  cases  have  been 
notified  during  the  year.  These  are  confined  to 
those  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Poor  Law.  In 
June  I presented  a report  based  upon  the  memoran- 
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dum  issued  by  Dr.  Newsholme,  which  contained 
certain  recommendations  that  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  adopt,  viz. : — 

1.  Voluntary  Notification  of  patients  other  than 
Poor  Law. 

2.  Gratuitous  Bacteriological  examination  of 

sputum. 

3.  Provision  of  Spit-bottles  and  handkerchiefs 

for  poor  patients. 

4.  Provision  for  treatment  at  Dispensaries  or 

Out-patient  departments  of  Hospitals. 

5.  Provision  of  Sanatorium  or  arrangement  with 

hospitals  for  advanced  cases  of  the  disease. 

6.  Provision  for  sufficient  supervision  of  cases  by 

qualified  nurse  or  health  visitor. 

The  above  are  now  under  consideration. 

The  Compulsory  Notification  under  the  Regula- 
tions has  proved  most  useful  in  enabling  those  cases, 
who  are  frequently  changing  their  residence,  to  be 
followed  up  ; steps  are  taken  to  have  the  rooms  dis- 
infected before  re-occupation,  and  where  a death  has 
occurred.  Printed  instructions  of  advice  and  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  are  distributed,  the  sanitary 
condition  of  their  surroundings  noted,  and  where  de- 
fective, remedied.  The  same  procedure  is  adopted 
in  all  other  known  cases,  such  as  the  Sickness  and 
Death  returns  bring  to  notice. 

Amount  of  Hospital  Accommodation  fcr  Cases  of 
Pulmonary  PhthisiSi — Occasionally  early  cases  are 
admitted  into  the  Victoria  (General)  Hospital,  but 
admission  is  not  generally  encouraged.  As  a rule  I 
am  informed  they  do  well.  Advanced  cases  are  not 
admitted. 
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Twenty-eight  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  nine  under  the  heading  of  “other 
Tubercular  disease,”  the  death  rates  respectively  be- 
ing 7 and  '2  or  'g  for  the  two  combined. 

Incidence  of  Disease. 

Chicken  Pox  and  Whooping  Cough  have  been  mildly 
prevalent  during  the  year,  necessitating  a certain 
amount  of  interference  with  school  attendance,  as  it  is 
necessary  to  exclude  all  sufferers  as  well  as  infants  who 
have  not  already  had  the  disease  from  infected 
houses  for  periods  varying  from  three  weeks  to  two 
months.  Only  two  deaths  occurred  from  Whooping 
Cough,  both  being  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Scariet  Fever. — There  have  been  6i  notifications  of  this 
disease,  as  against  57  last  year.  No  deaths  were  re- 
turned. 

The  distribution  was  as  follows : — 

West  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

North  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

East  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

61 

During  the  first  quarter  14  cases  were  notified. 

These  cases  occurred  chiefly  in  connection  with 
children  attending  St.  Mary’s  School. 

During  the  second  quarter  14  cases,  mainly 
among  children  attending  the  North  Council  School. 

These  two  outbreaks  were  due  to  mild  unrecog- 
nised cases. 

The  steps  taken  as  previously  mentioned  caused 
a decided  improvement,  no  notifications  being  re- 
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ceived  during  July,  and  only  six  in  August  and 
September. 

During  October  and  November  another  out- 
break occurred  among  the  children  attending  the 
North  and  Sydney  Street  Council  Schools,  25  notifi- 
cations being  received.  This  was  also  due  to  the 
mild  type  of  the  disease,  several  being  in  the  des- 
quamating stage  before  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
was  recognised.  The  steps  taken  had  a 
beneficial  effect,  and  only  four  notifications  were  re- 
ceived in  December,  three  of  which  were  school 
children. 

Diphtheria. — Seventeen  cases  of  this  disease  were  noti- 
fied, none  of  which  proved  fatal.  Fifteen  were  dis- 
tributed over  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  the 
remaining  two  being  notified  in  July,  the  rest  of  the 
year  was  free  from  the  disease.  The  incidence  of 
this  disease  has  been  steadily  declining  in  recent 
years.  The  cause  of  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
method  which  has  been  in  practice  of  delaying  the 
discharge  of  patients  until  three  consecutive  nega- 
tive results  from  swabs  of  throat  and  nose  have 
been  received. 

Enteric  Fever. — Nineteen  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified.  One  death  occurred,  viz.,  a visitor  who 
arrived  ill  from  Holland,  and  who  was  admitted 
into  a Nursing  Home.  The  cases  notified  were  as 
under,  viz.: — 

January  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

March  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

July  13 
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August  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

October  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

19 

In  reporting  on  the  outbreak  in  July  and 
August  the  cause  was  attributed  to  milk  delivered 
on  a certain  round.  This  milk  was  consumed  by 
twelve  out  of  the  sixteen  cases  implicated.  The 
case  notified  in  March  also  had  milk  from  the  same 
source.  Of  the  remaining  four  cases  one  was  the 
imported  case  referred  to  above,  the  other  three 
having  milk  from  different  sources.  In  my  report  I 
attributed  the  cause  of  infection  to  one  or  two  farms 
at  which  serious  defects  were  apparent,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  report  of  a possible  “carrier”  a 
man  employed  at  the  other  farm  was  also,  at  the 
same  time,  suspended  from  dairy  work.  The  out- 
break ceased  as  suddenly  as  it  had  commenced,  one 
further  case  only  being  notified  during  the  year,  the 
cause  of  which  was  from  a different  source. 

As  a result  of  this  report  Dr.  Johnstone,  Medi- 
cal Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  was 
sent  down  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  outbreak, 
as  well  as  into  the  history  of  the  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  over  a period  of  years  dating  back  to  1896, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  relationship  of  this  possible 
carrier  with  other  outbreaks  of  enteric  that  had 
occurred  during  this  period.  The  result  of  Dr. 
Johnstone’s  investigations  have  not  as  yet  been  re- 
ceived, but  there  appears  to  be  strong  presumptive 
evidence  that  this  man  has  been  the  cause  of  a con- 
siderable amount  of  this  disease.  Since  his  sus- 
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pension  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  referred  to 
above,  he  has  ceased  to  be  engaged  in  any  capacity 
as  regards  milk  traffic. 

Puerperal  Feveri — There  have  been  two  notifications  of 
this  disease  during  the  year. 

Cancer. — The  deaths  returned  under  this  disease  number 
39,  giving  a death  rate  of  I'O  per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
under  i year  of  age  was  57,  giving  the  Infant  Mor- 
tality rate  per  1,000.  births  registered  of  90'4. 

Table  V.  gives  a detailed  account  of  the  deaths 
from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  of  infants 
for  the  different  wards,  and  for  the  district  as  a 
whole. 

The  death  rate  is  again  lower  than  in  any 
previous  year.  Out  of  twenty-two  due  to  the 
wasting  diseases,  18  are  recorded  as  due  to  prema- 
ture births  and  congenital  defects,  leaving  four  only 
due  to  starvation  or  debility  and  atrophy,  as  against 
10  for  the  previous  year.  This  reduction 
is  probably  due  to  the  good  results  following  on 
action  taken  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
1907,  which  was  adopted,  and  came  into  force  on 
September  8th,  1908.  This  Act  has  now  had  effect 
for  a period  of  15  months,  and,  judging  from  the 
above,  the  results  may  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

No.  of  Births  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  De- 
cember, 1909  566 

Number  attended  by  Midwives  and  Nurses 
but  not  doctors,  visited  by  Executive 
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Committee  of  the  Folkestone  Public 
Health  Association,  which  also  includes 
cases  in  which  Nurses  of  the  Associa- 
tion have  been  called  in  in  the  first  in- 
stance ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Of  the  256  cases  under  supervision  by  the 
Visitors,  some  were  referred  to  the  Medical  men  or 
the  Hospital  for  further  advice.  In  nine  instances 
the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
requisitioned. 

The  Executive  Committee  report  that  the  visits 
are  much  appreciated  by  the  persons  concerned, 
and  in  no  instance  has  admission  or  the  request  to 
tender  advice  been  refused.  In  fact,  they  are  often 
met  with  the  request  to  visit  a neighbour’s  infant. 
It  has  been  possible  in  some  instances  to  weigh  the 
infants  at  regular  intervals,  but  until  facilities  can 
be  afforded  by  the  provision  of  proper  accommoda- 
tion and  a weighing  machine,  this  cannot  be  car- 
ried out  systematically.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
weighing  at  regular  intervals  should  take  place  not 
only  to  enable  progress  or  the  reverse  to  be  noted, 
but  it  also  induces  a healthy  spirit  of  rivalry 
amongst  the  mothers. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — In  the  accompanying 
Table,  provided  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  num- 
ber of  inspections,  defects,  and  remedies  and  other 
matters  dealing  with  the  Act  are  recorded. 

The  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Order  of  February,  1903,  have  now  been  complied 
with,  and  the  standard  required  is  now  in  accord- 
ance with  the  above  order. 


Table  IV.— Public  Baths. 

Each  weekly  column  of  figures  is  divided  into  two  sub-columns.  The  first 
column  gives  the  number  of  males  using  the  baths,  and  the  second  column  gives  the 
number  of  females.  The  number  of  bathers  is  1,157  ^^ss  than  the  previous  year. 
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Under  Section  i . Two  instances  of  default 
were  remedied. 

Under  Section  2.  Alterations  in  two  cases  of 
default  were  carried  out. 

Under  Section  3.  Two  instances  of  default 
were  also  remedied. 

BakehouseSi — There  are  40  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough, 
of  which  three  are  underground,  these  latter  com- 
ply in  every  respect  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Council.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses 
has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Notice  to 
limewash  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  served  upon 
the  owners  of  seven.  The  work  was  done  at  once, 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population. — Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
the  population  may  be  considered  to  be  35,970.  This  is 
slightly  below  the  logarithmic  increase,  but  I think  it  is 
a fair  estimate,  taking  into  account  the  number  of 
houses  untenanted  throughout  the  district. 

The  density  of  Population  is  15.5  persons  per  acre. 

Births. — During  the  past  year  the  total  number  of 
births  registered  was  as  follows: — 

Males  ...  ...  317 

Females  ...  ...  313 

630 


This  includes  27  illegitimate  children.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  estimated  population  is  17.5  per  1,000. 


28 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered 
within  the  District  was  395,  giving  a gross  death  rate 
of  10.9  per  1,000. 

Deaths  among  non-residents  occurring  in  Public 
Institutions  in  the  District  numbered  14.  Deaths  of 
residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the 
District  numbered  13.  Therefore  the  net  deaths  at  all 
ages  belonging  to  the  District  were  394,  and  the  cor- 
rected death  rate  is  10.9  per  1,000. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — The  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  were  responsible  for  10  deaths. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  10  years  is  as 
follows: — 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 


I ‘4 
1-4 

I -6 
I -2 
1-8 
0-9 
I -2 

o -6 
0-8 
O -2 


This  is  the  lowest  recorded  Zymotic  death 

rate. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  caused  by  these 
diseases  during  the  past  10  yeers-  — 


Folkestone  Urban  Districtm— Table  l> 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1909  and  previous  years. 
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Foikestone  Urban  Districtm — Tabta  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
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Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  9,449. 
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Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  in. 
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Public  Health  (First  Series — Unsound  Food)  Regulations, 
1908,  Public  Health  (Foreign  Meat)  Regulations, 

1908. — The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  January 
1st,  1909.  In  August  Dr.  Hancock,  the  Medical 
Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  the 
course  of  his  inspection  of  various  Ports,  pointed 
out  the  necessity  for  carrying  out  the  above  in 
order  to  insure  uniformity  at  all  Ports  in  the  ad- 
ministration; also  that  it  was  in  your  power  to  ap- 
point an  Inspector  qualified  to  act  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I reported 
these  facts  to  you,  and  requested  that  an  inspector 
should  be  appointed,  as  the  whole  of  the  inspection 
entails  night  work,  and  it  was  impossible  for  it  to 
be  carried  out  by  me  unaided.  Pending  the  ap- 
pointment, the  work,  which  was  commenced  in  the 
first  week  in  November,  was  carried  out  by  Mr. 
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Pearson,  the  Inspector  of  Foods,  when  no  decision 
having  been  arrived  at  the  inspection  lapsed.  Dur- 
ing November  and  December,  8,577  carcases  of 
pigs,  besides  considerable  quantities  of  other 
articles  of  food,  were  landed  at  the  Port,  which 
shows  the  necessity  for  keeping  up  a close  inspec- 
tion. 

Appended  is  a Table  of  Meteorological  observa- 
tions taken  at  the  Sanatorium  Meteorological  Sta- 
tion. 

I enclose  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

M.  G.  YUNG  E-BATEMAN, 

M.E.C.S.,  L.S.A.,  D.P.H.  (CAMS.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Folkesione  Meieoroiogicat  Chart,  W09, 
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Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector’s  Office, 

Folkestone. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Folkestone. 
Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  j^ou  my  twentieth 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  iQog, 
which  comprises  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in 
my  department,  for  the  suppression  and  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  the  remedying  of  sanitary  defects,  the 
prompt  carrying  out  of  which  has  a material  effect  in 
maintaining  the  splendid  health  of  the  Borough  as  a whole. 

The  same  high  standard  of  work  has  been  main- 
tained as  in  former  3^ears,  in  procuring  the  suppression 
of  nuisances,  under  powers  vested  in  this  Authority,  by 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875,  i8go,  and  1907. 

The  increasing  importance  in  obtaining  for  the 
Borough  a pure  food  supply  has  led  to  a great  increase 
in  work  in  my  department  in  administering  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  the  Margarine  Act,  the  Butter 
and  Margarine  Act,  1907,  and  the  Food  Sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  together  with  the  periodical 
inspection  of  Dairies,  Milkshops,  Cowsheds,  Bake- 
houses, and  the  kitchens  of  Restaurants  and  Eating- 
houses. 

As  in  former  years  a systematic  house  to  house  in- 
spection has  been  made,  in  some  of  the  streets  contain- 
ing the  smaller  class  of  dwelling-houses,  such  as  St. 
Michael’s  Square,  Folly  Cottages,  Dover  Street,  Ben- 
nett’s Yard,  Radnor  Street,  East  Street,  Dunn’s  Alley, 
Bates’  Alley,  North  Street,  and  North  Street  Court. 
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In  many  of  these  houses  nuisances  arising  from  overcrowd- 
ing by  holiday  children  from  London  in  the  summer  time 
were  found  to  exist,  when  verbal  cautions  were  given,  and 
in  many  cases  houses  in  these  streets  were  found  to  be  in 
a dirty  condition,  rendering  intimation  notices  neces- 
sary for  the  cleansing  of  the  houses. 

I have  borne  in  mind  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  to  procure,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  by  intimation  notices,  interview 
or  letter,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  this  has  had  a 
very  excellent  effect,  as  frequently  much  delay  occurs, 
when  we  have  to  go  through  the  tedious  process  of  re- 
porting to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  serving  legal 
notices. 

The  number  of  intimation  notices  served  during  the 
past  year  was  Ii6,  and  44  legal  notices  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances,  giving  in  detail  the  work  required 
to  abate  the  various  nuisances.  785  separate  nuisances 
were  dealt  with,  which  is  a slight  decrease  from  the 
number  of  last  year.  392  primary  inspections  in  dis- 
covering these  nuisances  were  necessary,  and  1,347 
secondary  inspections  were  necessary  to  inspect  the 
work  during  the  progress  and  again  when  the  work  was 
finally  completed. 

A large  amount  of  drain  testing  has  been  constantly 
carried  on,  and  the  drains  and  soilpipes  of  280  houses 
were  tested  by  the  smoke,  water,  or  chemical  test.  The 
defects  discovered  by  these  tests  necessitated  the 
drains  of  3 1 houses  being  totally  reconstructed,  the 
water  test  always  being  applied  on  the  completion  of  the 
new  drains.  Further  repairs  of  a minor  character  were 
carried  out  in  many  houses  where  the  main  drain  was 
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found  sound,  but  the  branches  defective.  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  compliment  the  builders  who  have  carried 
out  structural  work  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  on 
the  excellence  and  high  standard  of  such  work.  Two 
Combined  Drains  have  been  reconstructed  under  Section 
41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  Section  19  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  one  being  in  Brad- 
stone  Road,  and  one  in  Sandgate  Road,  the  former  be- 
ing carried  out  by  the  owner,  and  the  latter  on  non- 
compliance  with  the  notice  served,  by  the  Corporation 
workmen  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  as  in  former 
years  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough.  Certain  defects 
in  the  drains  were  discovered  at  the  Dover  Road  Council 
Schools,  and  these  were  made  good  by  the  workmen  in 
the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department.  Additions  have 
been  made  to  St.  Peter’s  Schools,  and  modern  drains 
provided  to  the  additions,  but  I regret  to  state  that  the 
drains  of  the  older  portion,  are  not  satisfactory. 

Acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Wesleyan  Schools  and  the  Christ  Church 
Schools  have  been  disinfected,  after  the  prevalence  of  in- 
fectious disease.  The  walls,  floors,  ceilings  and  desks  were 
sprayed  over  their  whole  surface  with  Formalin,  and  the 
desks,  seats  and  floors  subsequently  washed  with  a 
solution  of  Izal.  Periodical  inspection  has  been  made 
of  the  various  piggeries  in  the  town,  which  I am  glad  to 
find  are  decreasing  in  number.  These  are  chiefly  situ- 
ated at  the  Walton  Allotment  Gardens  and  Canterbury 
Road.  During  the  year,  I have  received  no  complaints 
from  individual  householders  of  any  nuisances  arising 
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from  pig  keeping,  the  flooring,  drainage  and  general 
cleanliness  receiving  greater  attention  than  in  former 
years. 

Stables,  Mews,  etc. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  various 
stables,  mews,  etc.,  in  the  Borough,  to  see  that  all 
these  premises  were  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  and  the 
prompt  removal  of  dung  insisted  upon. 

This  regular  inspection  is  now  all  the  more  import- 
ant, having  regard  to  the  established  fact  that  the 
fly  is  a great  disseminator  of  disease,  and  the  dungpit 
has  proved  the  most  favourable  breeding  ground  for  the 
fly.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  removal  of  dung  has 
been  carried  out  fairly  satisfactory  during  the  past  year, 
as  out  of  487  inspections  it  was  only  necessary  to  serve 
3 notices  for  the  removal  of  dung  where  such  had  not 
been  moved  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Bye-laws. 
On  account  of  the  large  number  of  mews  which  have 
dwelling  rooms  over  them,  periodical  inspections  of 
them  are  necessary,  but  they  have  been  fairly  satis- 
factory except  in  Bouverie  Mews,  where  defective  pav- 
ing was  found,  and  in  two  of  the  houses  in  Alexandra 
Mews,  where  dampness  existed  caused  by  defective 
gutters. 

Milkshops,  Dairies,  and  Coivsheds. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  kept  up  of  the  various 
Milkshops,  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds  in  the  Borough. 
There  are  now  17  registered  dairies,  52  registered  pur- 
veyors of  milk,  and  5 cowsheds  in  the  Borough.  During 
the  year,  I have  made  85  inspections  of  the  various, 
cowsheds,  and  in  two  cases  (Park  Farm  and  Broadmead 
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Manor  Farm)  it  was  necessary  to  order  the  limewash- 
mg  of  the  walls. 

A considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  a 
number  of  the  dairies,  by  the  provision  of  glazed  tiled 
walls  and  modern  appliances  for  cooling  the  milk,  and 
also  steam  apparatus  for  cleansing  the  churns  and 
milk  vessels.  There  are,  however,  a number  of  small 
general  shops  which  sell  milk,  and  which  also  sell 
various  kinds  of  vegetables.  These  are  not  satisfactory 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent  such  premises 
being  used  as  milkshops. 

In  the  crusade  for  the  prevention  of  Consumption, 
we  have  taken  52  samples  of  milk,  which  includes  all 
the  known  sources  of  supply,  and  have  submitted  them 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  I make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  udders  of  all  cows  slaughtered  in  the  various 
slaughter-houses,  and  find  very  few  affected.  There  is 
therefore  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  cows 
affected  with  Tuberculous  udders  is  rapidly  decreasing. 

Housing  of  the  Woehing  Classes  Act. 

Five  houses  have  been  closed  during  the  past  year 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  under  Section  32 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1901,  com- 
prising 46  and  48,  Radnor  Street,  and  3,  4,  and  5, 
The  Stade.  A joint  representation  has  been  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  that  Nos.  3,  4, 
5,  and  6,  Norris  Place  are  also  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. The  proceedings  for  closing  these  houses  are  now 
in  progress.  In  past  years  we  have  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  closing  houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
but  now  under  the  simplified  procedure  under  the  new 


Table  IV.— Public  Baths. 

Each  weekly  column  of  figures  is  divided  into  two  sub-columns.  The  first 
column  gives  the  number  of  males  using  the  baths,  and  the  second  column  gives  the 
number  of  females.  The  number  of  bathers  is  1,157  l®ss  than  the  previous  year. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  we  hope  to  make 
better  progress  during  the  coming  year. 

Infectious  iJisense. 

There  have  been  86  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
removed  to  the  Sanatorium  during  the  past  year  for 
treatment.  Of  these  83  were  from  Folkestone,  com- 
prising 54  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  13  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  14  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  2 observa- 
tion cases ; 2 were  from  Sandgate,  comprising  i of 
.Scarlet  Fever  and  l Diphtheria;  and  i case  of  German 
Measles  from  the  Shorncliffe  Camp. 

After  the  removal  of  the  cases  it  was  necessary  to 
disinfect  92  rooms  and  the  contained  bedding  after 
Scarlet  Fever,  39  rooms  after  Diphtheria,  and  32  rooms 
after  Typhoid  Fever. 

In  addition  to  the  above  disinfection,  34  rooms  were 
disinfected  where  deaths  had  occurred  from  Phthisis, 
and  78  rooms  were  disinfected  where  cases  of  other 
miscellaneous  disease  had  occurred. 

There  have  been  36  loads  of  bedding  and  other 
articles  representing  729  articles  taken  to  the  Sanatorium 
for  the  purpose  of  disinfection  in  the  steam  disinfector  there. 

In  addition-  to  the  articles  disinfected  two  loads  of 
bedding  have  been  destroyed  at  the  Refuse  Destructor. 

Food  In  sjoect  in  n . 

Regular  inspections  have  been  kept  up  of  the  various 
butchers’,  fish,  fruit,  and  pork  butchers’  shops,  and 
also  stalls,  barrows,  etc.,  from  which  food  was  sold  in  any 
form.  Inspections  have  also  been  made  of  fried  fish 
shops,  and  the  premises  of  ice  cream  vendors,  also  the 
various  restaurants  and  eating  house  kitchens,  to  ensure 
cleanliness  of  the  various  utensils  used,  and  the  cleanly 
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preparation  of  all  food  prepared  therein.  On  account  of 
the  large  quantity  of  pork  which  is  slaughtered  outside 
the  Borough,  and  is  brought  into  the  various  pork 
butchers’  shops,  there  is  great  need  (in  the  absence  of  a 
proDerlv  equipped  jibattoir)  of  a central  depot  to  which 
all  food  of  this  character  should  be  brought  for  examina- 
tion and  approval.  I have  found  the  carcases  slaughtered 
in  the  various  private  slaughter-houses  in  a fairly  healthy 
condition,  but  in  two  cases  I found  localized  tuberculosis 
existing  in  the  lungs  of  two  cows  and  in  the  liver  of  one. 
These  organs  were  destroyed. 

I have  condemned  in  addition  to  the  above  as  unfit 
For  human  food  673  lbs.  of  beef,  161  lbs.  of  buttock,  thick 
flank  and  rump,  14  kidneys  weighing  14  lbs.,  -J-  bushel  of 
shrimps,  13  lbs.  of  suet,  i-i-  barrels  of  bream  (fish),  10 
plaice,  and  if  lbs.  of  tomatoes.  These  were  all  destroyed 
with  the  consent  of  the  different  owners,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  if  lbs.  of  tomatoes,  when  the  vendor  of  these 
was  convicted  before  the  Borough  Bench,  and  a fine  of 
20s.  and  I os.  costs  inflicted. 

Port  i^nnitary  Authority. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  ships  enter- 
ing the  port  and  harbour  to  see  the  forecastles  were  well 
lighted,  ventilated,  and  cleansed,  and  also  to  see  that 
proper  provision  was  made  for  the  storage  of  food.  In 
one  case  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a notice  for  the  cleans- 
ing and  hmewashing  of  the  forecastle  of  a collier.  In- 
spection of  the  water  storage  tanks  is  also  regularly  made. 
During  the  past  year  134  inspections  have  been  made 
of  coastwise  vessels,  and  37  inspections  of  vessels  from 
Foreign  ports,  consisting  of  timber  and  ice  laden  ships 
chiefly  from  Baltic  ports. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  imported  into  the 
Borough  during  the  past  year  by  shipping. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  four  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough 
have  been  regularly  inspected  to  see  that  the  Bye-laws 
have  been  complied  with.  Under  section  74  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  separate 
sanitary  accommodation  must  be  provided  for  persons 
of  each  sex.  I have  served  notices  of  this  requirement 
on  all  the  keepers  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  Radnor  Common  Lodging  House,  where 
women  are  received,  separate  sanitary  accommodation 
has  been  provided.  Application  has  been  made  for  the 
re-registration  of  a former  registered  Common  Lodging 
House.  This  application  has  not  yet  been  granted,  as  we 
want  additional  light  to  certain  rooms  which  are  deficient 
in  that  respect. 

Sale  of  Food  and.  Drugs  Acts. 

During  the  past  year  I have  purchased  102  samples 
of  food,  and  have  submitted  the  same  to  the  Borough 
Analyst  for  Analysis.  These  include  3 informal  samples 
of  Milk  Blended  Butter,  to  see  that  this  type  of  butter 
was  sold  in  compliance  with  section  9 of  the  Butter  and 
Margarine  Act,  1907,  which  requires  that  this  butter  shall 
be  sold  under  an  approved  name,  and  in  a wrapper  stating 
the  amount  of  moisture  contained  therein.  Of  the  total 
samples  taken  five  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  All  these 
were  milk  samples.  The  percentage  of  milk  samples 
adulterated  was  10  per  cent.,  being  2‘99  per  cent,  more 
than  the  milk  adulteration  of  last  year.  The  great 
majority  of  the  milk  samples  taken  were  free  from  chemical 
preservatives,  or  any  injurious  colouring  matter.  In  two 
samples  of  milk,  however.  Formaldehyde  was  found  in 
small  proportions,  and  letters  of  caution  were  sent  to  the 
vendors  of  these  samples,  and  in  two  samples  of  sausage 
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meat,  Boracic  Acid  was  found  to  the  extent  of  55.3  grains 
per  pound  and  58.6  grains  per  pound  respectively. 
Metallic  tin  was  also  found  in  Tinned  Sardines  and 
Salmon.  Five  Samples  of  Rice  were  found  to  be 
“faced”  with  Talc  or  Steatite  in  quantities  varying  from 
.15  per  cent,  to  .99  per  cent.  Letters,  of  caution  were  sent 
to  all  the  Grocers  in  the  town,  informing  them  that  at 
the  exhaustion  of  their  present  stock,  proceedings  would 
be  taken  against  any  person  selling  Rice  that  contained 
over  0.5  per  cent,  of  mineral  matter. 

Bdhehouxes. 

The  forty  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  the  great  majority  kept  in  a 
thoroughly  clean  condition.  In  seven  cases,  however,  it 
was  found  pecessary  to  serve  notices  for  the  limewashing 
of  the  walls  and  ceilings,  which  resulted  in  the  necessary 
work  being  carried  out.  The  certificated  underground 
bakehouses  have  been  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  and  as 
well  lighted  and  ventilated  as  their  position  would  allow. 
Periodical  inspections  have  also  been  made  of  the  various 
Restaurants  and  eating-house  kitchens,  where  food  was 
prepared,  to  ensure  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  the 
quality  of  the  food  being  good,  and  the  cleansing  of  the 
cooking  utensils  used  therein. 

Banitai'y  Reports. 

Since  I recommended  the  Sanitary  Committee  to 
adopt  the  system  of  granting  sanitary  reports,  to  houses 
where  the  drains  stood  the  test  applied,  and  complied 
with  the  reasonable  modern  standard,  the  system  has 
been  greatly  appreciated  by  visitors  taking  houses  in  the 
Borough.  One  hundred  and  forty-six  reports  have  been 
granted,  after  the  drains  have  been  tested  and  found 
satisfactory.  A retest  of  28  houses  were  necessary  to 
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ensure  that  certain  repairs  necessary  to  obtain  the  report 
had  been  carried  out.  Every  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that 
the  work  is  done  in  a thoroughly  stable  manner,  but  an 
absolute  guarantee  cannot  be  given  that  the  drains  will 
remain  sound  which  are  laid  in  a clay  soil,  as  they  are 
liable  to  become  leaky  by  the  expansion  and  contraction 
of  the  clay. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

During  the  past  year  regular  inspection  has  been 
kept  up  of  the  various  factories,  workshops,  workplaces, 
and  outworkers’  premises.  There  are  now  on  the  register 
33  factories,  264  workshops,  108  domestic  workshops,  and 
64  outworkers’  premises.  During  the  year  I have  made 
a special  inspection  of  these  premises,  to  see  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  of  4th 
February,  1903,  were  complied  with.  Section  l provides 
that  there  shall  be  at  least  l sanitary  convenience  for 
every  25  females  employed  in  a workshop.  In  one  case 
I cound  that  there  was  default  with  regard  to  this 
section,  and  an  additional  sanitary  convenience  was  pro- 
vided, at  a large  dressmaking  establishment.  Under 
section  2 it  is  required  that  no  sanitary  convenience  shall 
communicate  with  any  workroom  except  through  the 
open  air  or  through  an  intervening  ventilated  space.  I 
found  default  in  two  cases  under  this  section,  and  the 
necessary  alterations  were  made,  so  as  to  comply  with 
the  section.  Under  section  3 the  sanitary  conveniences 
used  for  females  shall  have  proper  doors  and  fastenings. 
In  two  cases  I found  contravention  of  this  clause,  and 
proper  fastenings  were  provided  on  service  of  notice. 

Public  Baths. 

During  the  past  year  30,390  have  used  the  Public 
Baths.  This  is  a decrease  on  the  past  year’s  number  of 
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1,155-  This  may  easily  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  Baths  were  closed  from  October  28th  to  November 
8th  10  days)  on  account  of  the  flood. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  year  were  ;f543  4s.  7d., 
which  is  a decrease  on  last  year’s  takings  by  ;^I5  i8s.  lod. 
I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PEARSON, 

ASSOC.  R.  SAN.  INST. 
Sanitary  and  Buildings  Inspector. 
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Table  1. 

Nuisances  dealt  with  and  abated  during  the  year. 

12  Houses  relaid  on  the  combined  system. 

31  House  drains  and  branches  relaid. 

10  House  drains  repaired. 

34  Manholes  constructed. 

23  Blocked  drains  cleared. 

13  Soilpipes  repaired. 

7 New  soilpipes  fixed. 

2 Soilpipe  ventilators  cleared. 

3 Antisyphonage  pipes  fixed. 

32  New  W.C.  basins  fixed. 

3 Washout  W.C.  basins  removed. 

4 W.C.  basins  cleansed. 

4  W.C.  basins  repaired. 

3 Long  hopper  W.C.  basins  removed. 

18  Other  nuisances  connected  with  W.C.’s  abated. 

7 New  glazed  earthenware  .sinks  fixed. 

16  Sink  wastepipes  fixed. 

4 Sink  wastepipes  repaired. 

8 Drawn  lead  traps  fixed  on  bath  and  lavatory  waste- 

pipes. 

5 Manholes  repaired. 

11  Yard  and  scullery  pavings  cemented. 

1 Downspout  disconnected. 

5  Downspouts  repaired. 

5  Roofs  repaired. 

II  Flushing  cisterns  repaired. 

2 New  flushing  cisterns  fixed. 

I Damp  wall  rendered  dry. 

7 Dirty  houses  cleansed. 

35  New  galvanised  iron  covered  dustbins  provided. 

I Dustbin  provided  with  a lid. 
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3 Stable  accumulations  removed. 

21  New  gutters  fixed. 

3 Storage  tanks  removed. 

3 W.C.’s  provided  with  water. 

I Pond  emptied,  and  filled  in  with  earth. 

37  Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated. 

The  Pent  Stream  has  been  cleared  of  rubbish,  where 
it  enters  the  pipes  in  Park  Farm  on  two  occasions. 
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Table  Uh 

BOROUGH  SANATORIUM. 

FOLKESTONE. 


Di.'^ease. 

Males. 

females. 

Adults. 

Children. 

I'otal. 

Scarlet  Eever 

20 

34 

2 

51 

5-1 

Diphtheria 

8 

5 

2 

1 1 

13 

Typhoid  Fever 

8 

6 

5 

9 

H 

Observation 

I 

I 

2 

0 

2 

SANDGATE. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

I 

— 

I 

I 

Diphtheria 

I 

— 

— 

I 

I 

SHORNCLIEFE 

CAMP. 

Measles  (German) 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Total  for  all — 86. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  in  the  Sanatorium  during 
tho  year. 
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Table  V. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Tr  de  or  Business. 

Factories. 

Workshops. 

Outworkers 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

Tot  als. 

Bakers 

4 

40 

44 

Tailors 

25 

24 

8 

57 

Bootmakers  ... 

20 

17 

21 

58 

Upholsterers 

13 

9 

3 

23 

Milliners 

24 

1 

25 

Dressmakers 

68 

7 

37 

112 

Coachbuilding 

5 

5 

Smithing 

2 

7 

9 

Saddlers 

6 

6 

Cycle  Makers 

7 

7 

Builders 

9 

17 

26 

Painters 

7 

7 

Ironmo'ngers  and 
Cutlers  ... 

I 

5 

2 

8 

Watchmakers 

6 

10 

16 

Laundries 

2 

28 

30 

Mineral  Water 

7 

I 

'8 

Printing  and 

Bookbinding  .. 

8 

I 

9 

Other 

13 

4 

4 

>7 

Totals 

33 

264 

64 

108 

469 

OUTWORKERS. 


Trade  or  Business. 

Number  of  Outworkers 

Number  of  persons 
employing  Outworktrs. 

Tailors  ... 

24 

9 

Upholsterers 

9 

2 

Milliners 

; 

1 

Dressmakers 

7 

4 

Bootmakers 

17 

6 

Others 

6 

5 

Totals 

64 

27 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  (Continued). 
INSPECTION. 


Number  of 

Inspi  ctirns 

Written  No*  ices 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Laundry  Factories) 

35 

2 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

338 

1 2 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises) 

177 

Totals 

550 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Prosecutioms. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

'8 

8 

Want  of  drainage  to  floors 

I 

I 

• •• 

Other  nuisances 

7 

7 

Totals 

16 

16 

OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES 


Nature  of  Work. 

Vumbei'  of 
rnspecti>ns 

Unwholesome  Premises. 

Instances. 

Notices 

served. 

Proseev:- 

tiODS 

Wearing  Apparel  (making,  &c.) 

248 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

43 

Umbrellas 

T otal 

306 

REPORTS  TO  H.M.  INSPECTOR  OF  FACTORIES. 

One  report  has  been  made  to  the  Inspector  during  the 

year. 
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Table  VL 


Nuinher  of  orticlex  dixinfected  in  the 
at  the  Sanatorium. 

Steam  Disinfector 

NUMBER  OF 

DESCRIPTION. 

ARTICLES. 

Pieces  of  Clothing 

...  122 

Blankets 

...  8l 

Pillows 

102 

Mattresses 

...  58 

Pairs  of  Trousers 

4 

Bolsters... 

33 

Sheets... 

41 

Counterpanes... 

16 

Toilet  Mats 

10 

Towels... 

7 

Eiderdown  Quilts 

17 

Handkerchiefs 

12 

Waistcoat 

I 

Straw  Palliasses 

12 

Boots  and  Shoes 

I (pair). 

Slippers 

I (pair). 

Pieces  of  Carpet 

4 

Stockings 

I (pair). 

Dressing  and  Sleeping  Gowns 

10 

Dresses... 

4 

Cushions 

17 

Feather  Beds... 

II 

Handbag 

I 

Curtains 

4 (pairs'). 

Books,  etc. 

...  50 

Rugs  ... 

5 

Pillow  Slips 

7 

Shawls... 

4 
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Shirts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Table  Cloths...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Oddments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 


Total  ...  ...  729 


